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Hurricane season is here

Raleigh, NC – June 3, 2016 – T heofficialstartofhurricaneseasonishere. W hileforecastsarecallingfor

anaveragetoslightly-above-averagestorm season,now isthetim eforN orthCarolinianstoprepare.

“ N orthCarolinahasahistory ofhurricanesandtropicalstorm s,” saidR ussDubisky,m ediarelations

representativefortheInsuranceFederationofN orthCarolina(IFN C). “ P lanningahead iscrucialtoyour

safety,and thereislittletim etogetyourhom eready andm akeotherplansw henastorm isim m inent.”

T hebiggeststepstow ardspreparingforhurricaneseasonincludeathoroughinsurancereview and

developinganem ergency plan.

Hereissom ehelpfulinform ationtom akesureyou’repreparedthishurricaneseason:

Insurance review

T alktoyouragentorcom pany toupdate,askquestions,andm akesureyou havetherightcoverages

anddeductiblesinplacetoprotectagainstaloss.

• Floodinsuranceisnotincluded inabasichom eow nerspolicy. Floods(includingstorm surge

broughtonby hurricanes)arethem ostcom m onnaturaldisasterintheU .S . Youragentorcom pany can

helpyou understandyourfloodrisk.

• A deductibleistheam ountoflosspaidby thepolicyholderbeforeinsurancekicksin. Different

insurancecom paniesofferdifferenttypesofdeductibles. P ercentagedeductiblescanrangefrom 1

percentto10 percent,andyourpolicy m ay containm orethanonedeductible. Forexam ple,your

standard hom eow nerspolicy deductiblem ay be$1,000,butyou m ighthavea2 percentw ind

deductible.

• A hom einventory isagreatw ay toensureyou haveadequatecoverageforyourhom e’s

contents. A hom einventory isalistofallyourpersonalpossessionsandtheirestim atedvalue. T ohelp

w iththeprocess,free“ Know YourS tuff– Hom eInventory S oftw are” isavailablethroughtheInsurance

Inform ationInstituteatthefollow inglink:http://w w w .iii.org/apps-and-softw are.



Emergency plan

Haveaplaninplaceifastorm isthreateningandevacuationshavebeenordered.

• P reparetheexteriorofyourhom eandyardifstrongw indsand w aterareim m inent. N ailany

looseshinglesorboardsandcoverw indow sw ithplyw oodorstorm shutters. Bringlaw nfurniture,

pottedplants,garbagecans,grills,andoutdoordecorativeitem sintothegarage. Cutw eaklim bsand

thoseoverhangingstructuresandrem oveyarddebris.

• Decideaheadoftim ew hereyou’llgoifanevacuationorderisissuedandhavem orethanone

alternative– thehom eofafriendorfam ily m em ber,ahotel,ashelter,etc. BesuretolistentoN O AA

W eatherR adioorlocalradioandT V stationsforevacuationinform ationand instructions.

• P lanw hattotakew ithyou. Disasterkitsshouldincludeprescriptions,bottledw ater,clothing,

flashlights,abattery-pow ered radio,batteries,item sneededforpets,insurancepolicies,yourhom e

inventory,passports/driverslicenses/ID cards,birthandm arriagecertificates,andbankaccount

num bersandotherfinancialinform ation.

Form oreinform ationfrom theInsuranceFederationofN orthCarolina,ortoscheduleaninterview ,call

(919)539-1375.

T heInsuranceFederationofN orthCarolina(IFN C)isatradeassociationestablishedin2004 by the

leadingproperty andcasualty insurancecom paniesdoing businessinN orthCarolina. IFN C servesasthe

voicefortheindustry onlegislativeandregulatory m attersandprom otesconsum eraw arenessonissues

ofim portancetotheproperty andcasualty insuranceindustry.
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