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If a tree falls, will your insurance cover it?

Raleigh, NC – May 17, 2016 – Asthunderstorm sbecom em orecom m onthistim eofyear,m any

hom eow nersm ay begintothinkaboutprotectingtheirhom esandotherproperty againstfallingtrees.

W henbadw eatherhits,treebranchesandtrunkscandroponhouses,cars,storageshedsandoutdoor

livingareascausingseriousdam age.

“ W ithstorm seasonuponus,itisim portantforindividualstounderstandhow toprotecttheirproperty

from fallingtrees,andm akesurethey havetherightinsurancecoverageinplace” saysR ussDubisky,

m ediarelationsrepresentativefortheInsuranceFederationofN orthCarolina(IFN C). “ M any people

havequestionsabouthow theirinsurancew illcoverdam agethatresultsfrom fallingtrees.”

W hilem oststandardhom eow nersinsurancepoliciescoverdam ageresultingfrom treeshittinghom es

orotherinsuredstructures,thereareoftenm isunderstandingsabouthow thatcoverageisapplied.

M any questionsstem from liability,andconsum ersm ay ask,“ Ifaneighbor’streefellonm y car– w hy do

Ihavetofileaclaim w ithm y insurer,and pay thedeductible?”

Inthevastm ajority ofcases,fallentreesareconsideredtobe“ actsofGod.” An“ actofGod” m eansthat

thecauseofloss(forexam ple,afallentree)w asoutsideofhum ancontrol,sonoindividualw illbeheld

responsible,orliableforthedam age. T herefore,claim stocoverdam agecausedby fallentreesare

m ostoftenfiledw ithyourow ninsurancecarrier.

M any insurancepoliciesw illalsocoverthecostofrem ovalofthetreefrom yourproperty,upto$500 or

$1,000. S om einsurersw illcoverrem ovalofadow nedtreethatisblockingadrivew ay orram pdesigned

toassistthehandicapped. Ifafallingtreehitsacar,thedam ageiscoveredundertheautoinsurance

policy’scom prehensiveprovisions. How ever,ifthetreefallsonyourproperty w ithouthittinginsured

property (structureorcar),therem ovalexpenseisnottypically covered– anotherfactorthatisoften

m isunderstood.

To avoid problems with trees, here are some suggestions:



• R em ovedeadtreesorlim bsbeforeastorm hits,especially lim bsthathangoveryourhouseorother

structures,includingbuildingsinyourneighbors’ yards. T hisw illhelppreventdam age,andalsocan

savem oney,astree-trim m ingpricesoftengoupw henastorm increasesdem and.

• Don’tover-pruneatree,asthiscanw eakenitorcauseittodie.

• T akenoticeoftreesthathavecracksorhollow sorm ushroom sgrow ingonbark– theseareallsignsof

poorhealth.

When selecting a tree to plant in your yard, here are some tips:

• Considerthegrow ingconditionsneeded:soil,m oisture,light.

• S tudy them aturesizeandshapeofthetreetom akesureitw illfitw hereyou plantit.

• L earnhow thetreestandsuptow eathercom m oninyourarea,suchasice,snow ,ordrought.

• Findoutifthetreespeciesissubjecttodisease,rot,orinsects.

• Considerrecom m endedlocationstom akesureyou havetherightplaceforit.

Form oreinform ationfrom theInsuranceFederationofN orthCarolina,ortoscheduleaninterview ,call

(919)539-1375.


